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Call for Articles 
 
 The Utah Mathematics Teacher seeks articles on issues of interest to mathematics educators, 
especially K-12 classroom teachers in Utah.  All are encouraged to contribute articles and opinions for 
any section of the journal.  Some of the features are: UCTM Leader Spotlight; Letter from the NCTM 
President; Letter from the UCTM President; Professional Development, Mathematics for English Lan-
guage Learners; Puzzle Corner; Recommended Readings and Resources; Utah Core State Standards 
and Implementation; College and University Research; and others. 
 Teachers are especially encouraged to submit articles including inspirational stories, exempla-
ry lessons, beginning teacher ideas; or managements tools.  Sample ideas are (but not limited to) fo-
cused on teachers or districts who have successfully implemented the Utah Core, Inquiry based calcu-
lus, and new math programs K-12.  Manuscripts, including tables and figures, should be typed in Mi-
crosoft Word and submitted electronically as an e-mail attachment to Christine Walker 
(Christine.Walker@uvu.edu).  A cover letter containing authorôs name, address, affiliations, phone, e-
mail address and the articleôs intended audience should be included.  Items include, but are not limited 
to, NCTM affiliated group announcements, advertisements of upcoming professional meetings, and 
member updates. 

EDITOR 

UCTM 2013-2014 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

I graduated with a B.A. in Classical Languages and Literature from the University of Maryland at Col-

lege Park in 1993, and completed an M. Ed in Teaching and Learning with an emphasis in literacy from 

the University of Utah in 2000.  After spending a few years teaching adults in high-school-completion 

and university-level education courses, I decided to go where the real ac-

tion is, and certified as an elementary teacher in 2004.  I have been a 

teacher in the Salt Lake City School District ever since.  I joined my dis-

trictôs Math Proficiency Network in 2008, which led me on the path to 

closely examining my own math teaching.  I was urged by two colleagues, 

Julie Henderson and Marilyn Taft, to pursue National Board certification 

in Early Adolescence Mathematics that same year, and completed a Level 

2 math endorsement shortly after achieving NB certification.   After a 

brief sojourn into the world of academic coaching, I returned to the class-

room, where I now teach 4th grade in Hawthorne Schoolôs Extended 

Stevane Godina has been a teacher for the Salt Lake City School District 

since 1982 and a math coach for the past twelve years. She enjoys design-

ing and teaching professional development for teachers including Elemen-

tary Math Endorsement courses and has assisted in development of the 

math assessments for the Utah State Office of Education.   The highlight of 

her professional career was in 2013-14 when Stevane had the opportunity 

to be a facilitator of the Math Professional Development Study for the 

American Institutes for Research and received instruction at the Harvard 

Graduate School of Education. She received her Bachelor's degree from 

University of Utah (Go UTES!) and her Master's degree from Southern 

Utah University.  In addition to working with teachers, she loves traveling 

with her husband and spending time with her children and grandchildren. 

I have been very fortunate during the past 43 years to combine my love of working with children and 

my love of math into a fun career and retirement.  I spent 35 wonderful years working in Weber 

County School District including 19 years of teaching junior high math in Ogden Valley, 7 years su-

pervising math and science at the district level and 9 years as an ad-

ministrator ñwith a math agendaò!  Since retiring in 2006, I have 

taught math to home school students in my home, tutored several pre-

service teachers and helped several neighborhood students learn to 

enjoy math.  I also enjoy the opportunity I have to teach courses for 

the Elementary Math Specialist program in Box Elder, Cache and Lo-

gan Districts. Iôm very grateful for the wonderful co-workers Iôve as-

sociated with throughout the years and for the opportunity to attend 

UCTM and NCTM conferences to enhance my mathematics education 

skills.  

Muffet ReevesñStevane Godina  

Karl JonesñJulie Anzelmo 

Don Clark ñPam Jensen 
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Presidential Award Finalists  
April Leder: I have been in education for 20 years. I am a former district 

math specialist, but Iôm back in the classroom teaching third grade. I have two 

masterôs degrees and an Elementary Math Endorsement. I am an advocate for 

all children being taught to understand math concepts in a way that makes 

sense to them. Our students will have jobs that require skills such as communi-

cation skills, problem solving, and flexibility to solve a problem a different 

way if the first way doesnôt work. We have to teach differently if we expect 

our students to be college and career ready.  

 

Jalyn Kelley has been a professional educator for 14 years. She has completed 

Reading, ELL, Technology and Elementary Math endorsements. Through a State Tech-

nology Grant she created math podcasts aligned to the Utah 4th Grade Core Curricu-

lum. She is a district math trainer and has presented at UCTM and NCTM.  A year ago, 

Jalyn was invited to collaborate with Jessica Shumway, author of Number Sense Rou-

tines. Stenhouse Publishers videotaped her students as they worked through their num-

ber sense routines in their classroom. The video was released, Spring 2014. Check out 

a clip at: http://www.stenhouse.com/html/go-figure.htm?r=n315 

Marsha Newman has begun her 6th year as a teacher at J. E. Cosgriff Memori-

al Catholic School, having taught both fifth and sixth grade.  At Cosgriff, she 

also serves as the Math Coach, supporting teachers in their implementation of 

Singapore math strategies Pre-K to 6th grade to increase student learning.  From 

2003 - 2009 she was employed in Murray Public Schools as a fifth and sixth 

grade teacher.  During the summer of 2009, Marsha was chosen to attend the 

Mickelson ExxonMobile Mathematics and Science Teachers Academy in Jersey 

City, NJ.   She served as fifth grade mathematics presenter with the Utah Core 

Academy in the summers of 2007 and 2008.  Marsha looks forward to helping 

students build an understanding of mathematics and providing them with tools to 

allow them to enjoy mathematics and become successful. 

Renee Wakamatsu: I enjoy the challenge of having students enjoy math.  For those 

who struggle as well as those who excel, I try to find ways to keep and build their confi-

dence in their math abilities.   

For the past four years, I have been fortunate to be a designated mentor for student teach-

ers and cohorts from Brigham Young University and Utah Valley University.  Math is the 

first subject for me to scaffold and hand over, as the method of real-world application and 

deeper understanding is difficult for a teacher to be prepared for.   

 

I have served for many years as the Collaborative Team Leader (CTL) for the sixth grade 

team, focusing on developing our team and school as a Professional Learning Community 

(PLC).  Currently, I am on the School Leadership team, which works with the principal in 

making administrative decisions that affect the entire school population. 

I try to find experts from our community who become important resources to our school.  

One is a story of success for the school, students, and me.   

Many times, at the end of the day, I take a breath to reflect on how much learning had 

taken place while we had so much fun through a busy day.  Students internalize more of 

their learning if they experience what needs to be learned.  By creating a connection to 

their own lives, the new information, or the new experience, will stay with them longer.    
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What is The Utah Middle School Math Project? 

The textbook materials were created in response to the Math Materials Access Improvement 

solicitation issued by the Utah State Office of Education in June of 2012. Hugo Rossi is the 

Principal Investigator for the work with Maggie Cummings and David Wiley serving as Co-

Principal Investigators. The materials are a collaborative work with contributors from Univer-

sity of Utah, Utah State University, Snow College, and Weber State College; Jordan, Granite, 

Davis and Salt Lake City School districts; and many teachers throughout Utah. In particular, 

we would like to acknowledge the work of:  

Within the site  http://utahmiddleschoolmath.org/  you will find textbook materials written spe-

cifically for the Utah Core Standards for both 7th  and 8th grade.  Included, you will find a 

foundational text for each chapter describing the mathematics students will be learning, a stu-

dent workbook that has daily classroom activities and homework sets, and a teacher edition of 

the student workbook that has answers to problems sets and lesson suggestions. During the 

coming year, while these materials are being pilot tested, we will create supplementary materi-

als, including videos, a ñhelp-deskò, glossaries, and an online adaptive assessment.  

 

 

 

Mathematical Foundation 

Lead Writers:  

Hugo Rossi 

Jonathan Bodrero 

Christine Walker  

Workbook  

Lead Writers:  

Maggie Cummings 

Christina Eischeid 

Eva Serr 

Technology/Website:  

David Wiley  

Camille Baker 

Drew Ellingson  

Other contributors:  

Allen Jacobsen 

Christine Johnson 

Brynja Kohler  

Heather Young Riddle 

Joyce Smart 

Emmeline Powell Stoddard 

Camilla Perkes Strong 
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Presidents Message 
 

Travis Lemon, UCTM President 
 

 

It is time to take Action! With the release of òPrinciples to 
Actionó by the National Council of Teachers of Mathe-
matics (NCTM, 2014) this past April, we as a profession 

of mathematics teachers are once again provided with 
great vision and direction by our professional organiza-

tion. NCTM is leading the charge and setting the pace 
when it comes to an agenda for change, profession, and improvement.  
 

Within the Principles to Actions document NCTM described eight òEffective 
Teaching Practicesó that are high-leverage, research -based and results orient-

ed. They are not just eight nice ôto doõ items, but rather are founded in a sig-
nificant body of research, experience and practicality. It is a significant and 
important message about teaching and learning mathematics that we should 

use as a means for self -reflection, goal setting and improvement of our prac-
tice.  
 

I would encourage all of you to take the opportunity to obtain a copy, read it 
and use it as a means to reflect on and improve your practice. For those of 

you that may not have had the opportunity to see the eight Effective Teaching 
Practices, I have listed them below and for all of us, I think it is worth reading 
and reflecting on these items and looking into them at a deeper level. Every 

time I read over this list, a different teaching practice resonates more with me, 
and causes me to think about what I am doing as a teacher to produce great 

learning experiences.  
 

Mathematics Teaching Practices  

¶ Establish mathematics goals to focus learning.  
¶ Implement tasks that promote reasoning and problem solving.  
¶ Use and connect mathematical discourse.  

¶ Pose purposeful questions.  
¶ Build procedural fluency from conceptual understanding.  

¶ Support productive struggle in learning mathematics.  
¶ Elicit and use evidence of student thinking.  
 

On the heals of the new core standards and newly created end of level testing, 
I am thinking more intently about conceptual understanding as a foundation  
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Presidents Message Continued 
 
on which procedural fluency can be built.  What does it mean to promote 

depth of mathematical knowledge?  How can I better understand the mathe-
matical concepts and use or create tasks that will get at the heart of the math-
ematics for students? What implications does this teaching practice have for 

me and my students? I know that mnemonics and other memorization or 
memory devices can be of benefit, however the introduction to the core stand-

ards stated the following with respect to mathematical understanding.  
 
òBut what does mathematical understanding look like? One hallmark of 

mathematical understanding is the ability to justify, in a way appropriate 
to the studentõs mathematical maturity, why a particular mathematical 

statement is true or where a mathematical rule comes from. There is a 
world of difference between a student who can summon a mnemonic de-
vice to expand a product such as (a+b)(x+y) and a student who can ex-

plain where the mnemonic comes from. The student who can explain the 
rule understands the mathematics, and may have a better chance to 
succeed at a less familiar task such as expanding (a+b+c)(x+y). Mathe-

matical  understanding and procedural skill are equally important, and 
both are assessable using mathematical tasks of sufficient richness.ó 

 
I think in place of mnemonics I might consider a task that promotes reasoning 
and problem solving where students can discuss, pose purposeful questions, 

and use as well as connect mathematical representations. This may take more 
time, effort and willingness on my part. However, the depth of knowledge and 

learning for understanding that can result is worth the effort.  
 
For me, and I am sure for us all, the Effective Teaching Practices present a 

challenge as well as a chance for growth and progress. As you read the docu-
ment more closely you will see that a reflection on productive and unproduc-
tive beliefs is provided. It is my hope that I can become increasingly more pro-

ductive and that my students will be the beneficiaries of my efforts. May we all 
engage more intently in realizing more the vision of more and better mathe-

matics for all our students.  
 
 
Travis Lemon 

President, UCTM 

2013ð2014 
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Moving Ahead:  Opportunities & Priorities 

by NCTM President Diane J. Briars 

NCTM Summing Up, May 6, 2014 
 

 

As I begin my term as NCTM President, Iôm struck by 

both the challenges currently facing the mathematics 

education community and the opportunities for system-

ic improvement in mathematics teaching and learning 

that addressing these challenges affords. One of our 

major challenges is, of course, addressing the Common 

Core State Standards for Mathematics (CCSSM)ð

facilitating large-scale, effective implementation; preparing for more 

rigorous, aligned assessments in spring 2015; and supporting the stand-

ards themselves.   

 

Although preparing teachers and administrators across the country to 

implement CCSSM is an enormous challenge, it is also an unprecedent-

ed opportunity to widely disseminate features of high-quality mathe-

matics programs that will effectively implement CCSSM and other col-

lege- and career-readiness standards. Principles to Actions: Ensuring 

Mathematical Success for All, NCTMôs new signature publication re-

leased at the 2014 Annual Meeting, does just that. It presents six Guid-

ing Principles for School Mathematics that are essential for high-

quality mathematics programs, along with eight research-informed 

Mathematics Teaching Practices that help students develop the concep-

tual understanding, problem solving, reasoning, and procedural fluency 

called for by CCSSM and other high-quality standards. Principles to 

Actions builds on the Councilôs previous standards publications and 

concisely summarizes the features of effective mathematics instruction 

from research and experience. At the same time, it provides specific 

descriptions and examples of what these features look like in practice, 

the conditions needed to support their implementation in all class-

rooms, and recommended actions for teachers, school-based and dis-

trict leaders, and policymakers to put these practices in place. This new 

publication will drive the Councilôs efforts to ensure equitable mathe-

matics learning of the highest quality for all students.  
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I encourage all of you first to read Principles to Actions and then to act 

to improve mathematics teaching and learning in your setting. In this 

new publication, NCTM raises key questions for all stakeholders to 

consider: 

¶ For teachers:  

ß To what extent are your instructional practices consistent with the 

Mathematical Teaching Practices? 

ß Do your students have regular opportunities to engage in tasks that 

involve reasoning and problem solving? 

ß How do you support your students when they struggle with a task? 

ß To what extent do your assessments provide useful and timely in-

formation about studentsô mathematical knowledge? 

ß How are you and your students using the results to increase learn-

ing? 

ß What supports do you need to fully implement the Mathematical 

Teaching Practices? 

 

¶ For school-based leaders:  

ß To what extent are all your teachers implementing the Mathemati-

cal Teaching Practices? 

ß What supports will they need to do so? 

ß Do your schoolôs policies and practices promote or hinder teachersô 

implementation of these practices? 
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